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^^n an Expedition in the Northern feas laft year, J had an opportunity to 
make feveral Obfcrvations , in parting by the Island/ of Shetland; and 
having found them fo very wrongly and differently placed , as to Latitude and 
Longitude, in all the ufual Sea -Charts, and likewife greatly disfigured, J 
thought it important to publifh the prefent improved one. 

As to the configuration of thefc Islands, J have with little or no altera- 
tion chufcn to follow an Englifh Chart called: A new hydrographical furvey 
of the Islands of Shetland, by Captain Thomas Pre/Ion, with many improve- 
ments and additions and the failing direBions. London, printed for R. Sayer 
and Bennett. Decemb. 1781. For in failing all along and partly round thefe 
Islands, J could by this Chart know every Point, Island, Inlet &c., and found 
the Bearings from one Point to another in many refpefts very exaft. But as 
to the Latitude and the extent of the Islands, J found it extremely incorrcft. 
What ftill more furprized me, was that the Chart did not agree with the al- 
"rcady known Obfervations. One of the moft remarkable , is that made by 
Captain Phibbs on his voyage to the North Pole in the Tear 1773. He de- 
termines the Latitude of Nofs-Head or Hang -Cliff, a very remarkable Head- 
Land on the Island Nofs, on the Eaft fide of Shetland to be 6 o° 9'; and its 
Longitude o° 5 6' 30" to the Weft of the Meridian of Greenwich. In the 
Chart it is placed at 60° 17' Latitude; confequently there is a difference of 
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g minutes. Almoft the fame may be faid with regard to Fonl-I/land, which 
is nearly lituated under the fame parallel on the Well fide of Shetland, but at 
fome diftance from the Coaft. 

This Chart places the middle of it, at < 5 o* 12 Latitude; but according 
to Mr. Kerguelen de Tremor te't (t) it lies at 6o° 3'; which agrees very ex- 
aftly with an Observation made by my fclf, whereby J found the Latitude 
of the Northern Point to be 60° \ 20", and consequently the error is here 9'. 

As to Fair-Itle (2) Mr. Kerguelen fays: that he took particular care to 
afeertain its Latitude, and found it to be 59 0 27'. For my part J could not 
make any Obfcrvation in that refpeft, for want of clear weather; but from 
the evening that J was 2 or 3 miles right Eaft cor: from the middle of Fair- 
Itle, and to the next morning, J flood exatlly Welt cor: at a diftance of 
■bout 10 miles from the South Point of Foul • Island , J had llccrcd gp-* North 
by Weft cor: and the failed diftance was 47 miles; which anfwers very ex- 
actly , when thefe two islands are placed under the here mentioned Latitu- 
des. But then, according to the Scale J made ufe of in drawing this Chart, 
(and for which J fhall explain my rcafons in the Sequel) Foul- Island mull 
lie abont 4 miles farther off from the Coaft of Shetland, than it would do, 
had J only copied the Englifh Chart. To this J was induced by Several 
Bearings J obferved of this Island to the oppolite Shore. And as a farther 
confirmation hereof, J have found in a Journal of a Danifh Eaft Indiaman, 
an Obfcrvation made for afeertaining the refpeflive pofirions of the three 
Points, Foul- Island, the South Point of Shetland and Fair - Isle. This obser- 
vation agrees ftriclly with the pofition J have allowed the faid Points; only that 
this Seems to place Foul - Island a little more Northerly than the aboveraen- 
1 toned Observations. 


Have 

(l) vid. Relation d un voyage dam la mer du Nord &c. fait en 1767 • 1768 par. Mr. dc 
Kerguelen Tmnarcc; Paris 1771 pag. 153. 

(j) On account of th* pronunciation, it is called in the Danifh Chart Fair -Hill. 
Shetland is Spelled Hctland ; and fo on , for a few more names. 
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Hart the (Irivd Rocks, J have fet down according ro their polition from 
Foul -bland, as in the Engiifh Chart. 

On my return home J fell in with the Coaft of Shetland on the Nor- 
thern fide, where J made an Obfervation, that placed Rnuar Hill or Blueberte 
at 6o° 32' Latitude. In the Engiifh Chart it lies at 60° 52', an error of 30'. 

Ronar Hill is a very high mountain, and may therefore in clear weather 
be fecn at a great diltance even oyer the Land, when Eaft wards from Shetland. 

I continued failing and obferving along the Coaft Northwards; and by the 
Engiifh Chart J could know and name every point as J palled. The Bearings 
feemed to anfwcr very well; but at the fame time my failed Diltance quite 
puzzled me, when pointing in the Engiifh phart. Night coming on, J kept 
cruifing till next morning with the intention to make more Obfervations. The 
following day J was fo happy by fair weather, to obferve the Latitude of 
Lamburft , a frnall flat island lying clofe before the Northermoft Point of the 
Island Unfi, the molt northerly of the Islands of Shetland, to be 6o° 45' 
30". Mr. Kerguelen did alfo obferve the Latitude of the North Point of 
Shetland, and found it 60° 44' ; but when he made this Obfervation, he was 
13 miles diltant , and of courfe he could only fee the Highland, which is 
about one minute and a half within Lambnefs. J on the contrary, was near 
enough to fee the lowell Point, and our Obfervations agree very Itriftly ; 
whereas the Engiifh Chart places this Point at <Ji° 13' Latitude; a furprizing 
difference, that might extremely mislead any Seaman, who according to this 
Chart intended to fall in with it. 

The next following day J made again an Obfervation clofe under the Out- 
Sherries, fome frnall Islands or Rocks lying at a little diflance from Shetland 
on the Eaft fide. According to this, the Northern one lies at 6o° 28* and a 
few fcconds. In the Engiifh Chart it is placed at 60° 48'; again a difference 
of 20 minutes. The weather was on that day foggy by intervals ; in fo much 
that J could have no Bearings of the Land itfclf. Towards noon it cleared ups 
but foul weather foon after fetting in, J was obliged to purfue my voyage. 

A 3 Thefe 
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Thefe are the direft Obfervations J have made on the Islands of Shet- 
land. By comparing them with the Latitudes indicated in the Chart, J could 
not at firft conceive, how it were polfible, that, the Latitudes being fo very 
incorreft, and much more fo on the Northern fide than on the South, yet 
the Form of the Land did not thereby appear entirely altered ; that notwirh- 
ftonding, J had been able to know all the Points according to the Chart, and 
moreover, that on feveral places the Bearings of two points at once agreed 
very exactly. 

After feveral combinations , the Time - keepers J had on board , led ' me 
at laft, J think, to the true rcafon. J had made an Obfcrvation on the Lon- 
gitude the 24th. of Auguft in the afternoon at 3 o’ clock, when J bore in 
with Ilonas HU on the Weft fide of Shetland; and likewife one the 2,5th. 
under the Island of Unjl , and the 26th. in the fight of the Out Skerries. In . 
reducing thefe to the neareft point of Land in fight, J found by the diffe- • 

rence of the Meridian, that the breadth of the Land here, was fet down in 
the Chart, exceeding by one third its real extent; and in taking, with regard 
to the Scale of Latitude, Captain Phibb's Obfervations on Nofs-head, and mine 
on Lambiufs for my balls , J found cxaftly the fame proportion , viz. that the 
Land was fet down after a Scale -J- part too fmall; that is to fay: Three mi- 
nutes on that, will very nearly anfwcr to two in reality of this improved Scale. 

On this account, J have drawn the annexed improved Chart of the Islands of 
Shetland, agreeing in every refpcfl with the abovementioned Englifh one, as 
to the configuration of thefe Islands; only with that exception: that Font -Is- 
land is fet down a little more diftant from the Land; and farther, that by 
placing the whole Land according to the Scale here enlarged by one third, 
the Latitude of the South Point, of the Land called Scant -Kefs, comes at 59* 

52'; in the Englifh Chan it is fet down at 59 0 50', which J alfo have fol- 
lowed , tho ’ not in the lcaft determined by this afterrion. But in Robertfon’s 
Katitration, which alio afeertains the cxa£t Latitude of the North Point, it is 
placed at go ; and the abovementioned Obfervations of the Danifh Eaft- 
lndiaman, the Bearings of which mutually agree, ftate the fame Latitude. 

After all, it would be lefs a miftake in any regard, were it even fet down 
'in the Chart, a little too much to the South. 

Accor- 
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According to this adopted new Seale, the Latitudes of the Out Skerries , 
on the one, and of Ronas Hill on the other fide, agree very ftrictly with 
my direct Obfervations. As to the latter, there is a difference of little more 
than one minute; the new Scale placing it in my Chart fo much more to the 
South. Hut who can pretend to the nicety of one minute, in Obfervations 
made on board a fhip? From this rcafon, and on account of the other pro- 
portions, J did not think proper to make any alteration on this head. 

As to the Longitudes affigned in this Chart, J have placed Noft-htad by 
the abovementioned Obfervations of Captain Phibbs at o° 56” 30” to the Welt 
of Greenwich ; and the reft do in confcqucnce depend on the new adopted Scale. 
But on conlidering the Obfervations of Longitude J made my felf, with the 
Time - keepers J had on board , J fhould rather fuppofe the whole to be a few 
minutes more Wefterly; which however can be of no importance, efpecially 
in this high Latitude, where the minutes of Longitude are fo frnall. 

Although this Chart is, like the Englifh Original, drawn after a plain 
Scale ; yet as the whole Chart does not contain more than about one degree 
,and a half in Latitude, J have for the greater convenience fet down Scales 
of Longitude, the degrees of which are marked from Copenhagen, Greenwich, 
Paris and Pico; and thefe anfwering to the middle of the Chart, cannot pro- 
duce any errors of confequence at both ends. 

It is very important for thofe , who fail either from Norway to Shetland, 
«r from thence to Norway, that its liruation be exaQIy determined; not only 
with regard to the particular Points relative to themfelves, but efpecially to 
the diftance from the Coaft of Norway ; in which the general Chans of the 
North- Sea, befides their disfiguring the Land itfelf, fo widely differ. The 
old Dutch Chans place Shetland between 45 and 50 Leagues weftwards from the 
Coaft of Norway. In my opinion, as far as it can be yet determined, J think, 
that 54 or 55 is nearly the exafl diftance Eaft and Weft between No/r-head and the 
neareft Coaft of Norway. But the neweft Chart of the North Sea viz. an Englifh 
one of J. Thomfon from the Year 1777, admits a diftance of about 68 Leagues. 
A Danifh Chan by one Hoegh, has the fame error, and gives belides thefe Is- 
lands an other figure. 

J mull 
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J mull not forbear obfervinj^, that when J was on the Eaft fide of Island 
of Uv ft, it appeared to me, as the feveral Bearings J made that day to different 
Points, or Crofs Bearings, did not fully anfwer in the Chart; in fo much that it 
may be hence concluded , they were not exaftly fet down at the refpctlive Bea- 
rings and Diflances. J am however obliged to acknowledge as before, that J 
could know every thing by the Chart as J puffed by. The Current too may have 
contributed to the feeming errors of the Bearings, as not anfwering from the dif- 
ferent llations, efpccially as J happened to make my Obfervations two days after 
New Moon, when 'tis Spring Tide and the Current ftrongeft. From this reafon 
J fhall not prefumc to apply thefe Bearings towards making any alterations on this 
head, but leave it fo as determined by the Englifh Chart. 

Some fifhermen who came on board , told me , that the Flood which began 
that day to fet in at abont 8 o’ clok, turned round the North Point, running firft 
to South Eaft, and afterwards along the fhore to the South; confequently the 
Ebb mull run to the North. On the other Side of the North Point of the Alain, 
the Current runs likewife along the fhore; that is: the Ebb fets about North Eaft 
eorr: and the Flood the oppofitc way. 

J found by feveral good Obfervations , the variation on the Weft fide of the 
Islands of Shetland to be 26° io' to 20'; on the Eaft fide 25° 30' to 40' Nonhweftring. 

In the Englifh Chan are fet down feveral Appearances of Land, to which J 
have joined fome more and colleftcd them here together on three fhcets. The 
Mu k fhews where two pieces fhould be joined, as their Length did not 
permit to place them in one; and || fignifics a perfeQ feparation. J fhall ftill 
f rther ohfen e; that as to the Bearings of the Appearances ofLand in the Englifh 
Chart, J have reduced them to the now being variation of about 26°; they are 
alfo all of them reckoned on the Compafs according to this variation. In the 
Englifh Chart the variation was fet down to be 20° 15’, but already in the Year 
1 y8 1 > >t was certainly more. 

In a corner of the Englifh Chart is placed a fpecial one of Valcy-Sound, 
which J have annexed here on a little feparate plate , and from which J have 
likewife copied the following 

Diree- 
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Dire&ions for Valey- Sound: 

To fail in at the entrance called Eafi-Sound (which is the fafeft and wideft) 
when coming from the Wcftward with the wind at W., at S. W. or at S. 
fleer in for the S. E. end of Valey- Island, which is a high and bold Land 
upon the High Land on the Main you will fee a large , round old Pic Is Caftle, 
that is a very good mark; Leave Flafs- Island, which is a bold, barren Rock 
on the Starboard fide, aud fleer N. by W. and N. N. W. nearly into Valey - 
Sound; where you will fee a large Island, called Linqa; which you mud 
leave on the Starboard fide. Haul up to the Northward , and you may anchor 
in 6 , 8 or to fathoms, good ground; obferving not to come too near to the 
Weft fhore for fear of the Sunken Rocks. 

To come in at the Weft -Sound, the courfc is E. by N. There is a fun- 
ken Rock in the very middle of the outerpart of the entrance, over which 
there is water enough fora fmall fhip, tho' the fca breaks on it, becaufc there 
is deep water round it. You may go on cither fide , and as you run in , keep 
over towards the Main or North fide, to avoid a blind Rock, which is oppofitc 
to a Booth or Warehoufc that flands near the Water fide on the Island. This 
Rock lies ncareft to the Island or South fhore, and near to a fmall Island or 
Rock, whereon flands a lime kiln, and is alfo on your Starboard fide. When 
you arc part two fmall Islands on your Larboard fide, haul to the Northward 
and anchor as before. This Harbour has the beft outlet of any on the Weft 
fide of the Coaft. 

If you are defigned for Gnietinq- Voe, the old Piets Caftle on the hill 
is the beft mark; which keep on the Starboard fide. Steer boldly in between 
Flafs - Island and Valey- Island leaving Valey-Sound on the Larboard fide. The 
entrance of Gruetinq - Vie , docs not discover itfelf till you get the length of 
Green-Head. This entrance or Channel is narrow, but has deep water, fo 
that you may haul boldly round, borrowing on the North fhore and fleer 
up N. E. by E. or N. E. i N. into the faid Foe where you may anchor from 
14 to 7 fathoms water, and lie landlock’d. 

B Se- 
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Several other Directions are mentioned in the Englifh Chart which will 
alfo be found here annexed ; and at the fame time, J have thought proper to 
add thofe laid down in Col.iris Great Britain i Coafiing Pilot. 

Lerwick is the principal place on the Islands of Shetland, having a good 
and fpacious Harbour. The entrance of Brajfa- Sound , is cafily known by the 
Islands of Braffa and Nofs, which arc remarkable Lands. You may boldly fail 
into the Sound, there being no danger; run a little to theNorrhward of the town, 
and towards the Cajiie neareft to the Weft fide, then anchor in 6, g or 10 
fathoms. In Spring Tide the water falls and rifes about 8 and elfe 5 feet; the 
Current is not very llrong; the Ebb fets to the North , and the Flood to the South, 
in the Northern entrance the Current is fomewhat ftronger. If you will fail 
out that way, you had bell weighing anchor about with two thirds of the Flood; 
you mull keep neareft to the Weft fide, till you arc pall a fmall Island, called 
Holm ofCrujler, to avoid a funken Rock called Loafabar. When you come 
more Northwards, to the firft narrow pafiage, there is a middle Bank, on which 
with low water, is but 12 feet; you may keep on either fide, but the beft is to 
the Weft fide, where you may go pretty near the fliore; then you get a broader 
Channel , but is foon narrowed again. Here it is necefiary to fteer well and keep 
near the Main fide, and a Rock called Scotland, in order to avoid fome funken 
Rocks , that lie on the Brajfa fide. Being out between the Brethren and Beojier, 
you have a bold pafiage. 

Between the Island of Brajfa and the Head Land called Noul of Eswick , 
lie four fafe Harbours, viz. Deals-Voe, Laxjirth - Voe , Il'adbcjlcr's-Voe and 
the Northcrnmoft Cat firth ■ Voe, being the largeft and the beft; for there you 
ride Landlocked for all winds, and you may anchor in what depth of water you 
pleafe from 3 to 14 fathoms clear ground. The entrance into thefe Bays is not 
difficult; if you chufc, you may pafs in the middle, between the Bethrcn and 
Green- Island , having the latter on Starboard; you muft be careful of a Rock 
on Larboard, called Toa/rroad. It is to be feen at half Tide; you may alfo go 
between Green - Island and Glitnefs - Island. 


Sum- 
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Sumburg-Hend is the South part of Shetland; between that and Fitfill-Head 
are three Bays; whereof Queeudats Bay is the largeft and beft, and eafy to fail 
in and out; you may anchor from 6 to g fathoms. The fea is open but to four 
points of the Compafs. A little Weftward of Sumburg - Head , is a fmall Bay, 
called IV eft - Vot, where you may anchor from 7 to 8 fathoms, being fafe for 
all winds except from the South to the South Eaft. 

Northward of Sumburg -Head is a Bay called Raft - V it and lieth to S. S. W. 
having a good Road for all winds but for tbc N. E. As you fail in or our, 
you muft keep a Cable's Length front the fhore. There is an other Bay in this 
Bay, more Northwards (without doubt the Pool) having but 4 feet water. 

If you are going farther to the North on the Eaft fide , there is an Inlet , 
where are two Bays. The fir ft is Lewcnwick; as foon as you are part Cumla- 
Nefs, and the Bay opens, you fail in and anchor from 7 to 8 fathoms. The other 
is Sandwick, which runs in North, and is a little Bay, where you anchor in 7 
fathoms. 

Between Wafa Island and the Main is a Channel; Northwards from it is 
Aeths -Voe , having but 10 to iz feet water. From Sumburg - Head 10 No- Ntft 
the Flood runs Northwards, but from No-Ntft to BraJ'ey Island Southwards, and 
the Ebb to the contrary. 

On the Weft fide of Shetland, about four miles from FitfiU - Head , lies the 
Island St. Ninian. This Island is join'd to the Main by a little Ifthmus of fand, 
which is overflowed at fomc high Tides. To the South of the Ifthmus, and 
within the Island is a fair fandy Bay, where is a good Road to anchor in 7 to 9 
fathoms;, you may alfo ride Northwards of this Ifthmus, with Eafterly and 
Southerly winds. 

To fail into Clift-Sound, you have Havery Islands on the Larboard fide, 
going boldly into the Sound and ftccring about N. by E. corr:. Tingwall church 
will be your leading mark , in feeing it on the Eaft fide of Tondray Island, and 

you 
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you may anchor any where from ig to 5 fathoms. When you are a bread 
of Tondray Island and intend to go up to Scallovay , you muft haul clofc to the 
Eaft fhorc, to fail over the Bar, on which there is but 12 feet at high water and 
which you then f hall pafs. There arc ftill three other entrances to Scalloway, viz. 
North Channel, Middle Channel and the South Channel, which as the bell and 
plaineft , between the Islands of O.x na and Hurra . You bring the Calllc in N. 
£. corn, which courfe you muft fteer in, keeping the Caftlc juft open to 
the Southward of Green Island, which is round and high. This is a good lea* 
ding mark, which carries you between Green Island and Merry Holm in 4 fa- 
thoms of water; when you are part through, haul off, down in the harbour, be- 
fore the town, where you will get 5 to 6 fathoms water, clear fandy ground. 

Somewhat Northerly on the fame fide of the Main, is the large Bay of 
St. Magnus; if you fall into it with a Wefterly wind, and cannot get out, the 
beft way to fave the fhip is to run in at Suar buck's Mine, between the Islands of 
Muckle Rooe and Vermantree ; this is an Inlet to fevcral good Harbours and you 
may anchor any where within thefe Islands. 

Thefe arc the Direftions mentioned by Collin and in the Chart. To judge 
from the latter, there muft undoubtedly alfo be good Harbours and Roads 
on the Northern part of the Islands of Shetland, if they were but known. Balt a * 
Sound on the Eaft fide of the Island Unfi , is doubtlefs a very good Harbour and 
eafy to enter; at lead the Fifhermen who were on board, afiured me of it, of- 
fering thcmfelves as Pilots. 

Laftly J have in a Vignette beneath the title, reprefenred the manner of 
fowling on Nofs Head; fee Pennant's Arctic Zoology, or European Magazine for 
May 1780. 

I fhall conclude with die wifh, that the improvements made in this Chart 
may be found as correct as ufcful ; but as to thofe parts where J could not 
have any Obfcrvations or good Leadings , J hope for a kind indulgence. 

• 

Eft quodam prodire tenus, fi non dacur ultra. 

Hor. 

35 *- 4 * 
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